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     It has certainly been an eventful past month or so.  The  
department was able to complete several labor agreements, a  
budget (a copy of the presentation was sent to all stations) and  
of course, Hurricane Irma.  Fortunately, the area did not experi-
ence the direct impact that was projected and even at that from 
the comments of many personnel as part of the Post Incident 
Analysis there were many lessons learned.  Staff is in the pro-
cess of compiling the information submitted which will be fol-
lowed up with a finalized report that will be published to all.  All members put 
forth an exemplary effort and we have received numerous comments and letters 
of thanks from the community. 
 
     As mentioned in the last newsletter, we continue planning this year’s Annual 
Awards and Appreciation Dinner.  The dinner will again be held at the Palm Har-
bor Community Center (The Centre’) on December 1.  The ballot form for the 
Fire Fighter of the Year, Employee of the Year, and crew/personnel citations have 
been sent out so please take the time to submit a recommendation.  More specific 
information regarding the Awards Dinner will be provided as available. 
 
     Lastly, the Palm Harbor Holiday Parade will be held on December 16 at 3pm 
and we would like to have our usual good showing. 
 

Stay safe and keep up the good work, 

Chief Maciuba  

Human Resources 

     Palm Harbor Fire Rescue had one new hire during the month 
of August.  FF/PM Paul Holmes was hired on August 31st.  

Paul has experience in Pinellas County as he previously worked 
for the City of Dunedin.  

 

Welcome to Palm Harbor Fire Rescue, Paul! 

Fire Chief 
Craig Maciuba 

Deputy Chief of Operations 
Chad Pittman 



     Our Training Division is currently 
building training props that will be 
located at Station 67.  Chief Haynes 
and Chief Greear are currently build-
ing props that will allow our fire-
fighters to practice forcible entry and 
firefighter survival within the Dis-
trict.  North County training resumes 
in November at St. Petersburg Col-
lege Fire Academy and the topic will 
be the 2nd Annual Firefighter 
Games.  All North County fire de-
partments will be practicing basic 
firefighter skills in a friendly and 
competitive format.  The top crew is 
awarded with a “bragging rights” 
certificate as an award for having the 
best overall performance.   

     Fire Prevention is currently work-
ing on writing new standard operat-
ing procedures to support our new 
fire pre-plan software that we are 
preparing to roll-out in the district. 
This new software is cloud based, 
and will allow Palm Harbor Fire 
Recue to develop effective building 

pre-plans that will enhance firefight-
er safety.   

     Public Education is in the process 
of planning a busy fire prevention 
month. The calendar for the month of 
October is full of special events that 
promote fire safety in the communi-
ty.  This past weekend was the Annu-
al Fire Safety Expo at Countryside 
Mall, and Palm Harbor Fire Rescue 
had a booth.  We had many of our 
vehicles on display for the public to 
view. You can visit our website at 
www.PalmHarborFD.com to view 
the calendar of events for the month 
of October. 

     EMS is working hard at organiz-
ing the advanced cardiac life support 
(ACLS) renewal process for all 
North County Fire Departments. 
Every two years, our paramedics 
have to recertify by attending an 8 
hour refresher course that includes 
various skill stations, and ends with a 
written and practical ACLS compe-
tency examination. 

grant opportunity allowed PHFR to 
host an instructor training course to 
bring this program to more locations 

in Pinellas County.  If you would like 
more information on joining our Tai 
Chi classes contact our public educa-

tion office at 727-784-0454 or the 
Palm Harbor Library. 

     Have you ever heard of Tai Chi - 
Movement for Better Balance for 
Seniors?  Twelve weeks of Tai Chi 

twice a week reduces falls by 55%! 
Palm Harbor Fire Rescue has been 
teaching this evidenced based pro-

gram from the Oregon Research In-
stitute for the last six years.  A recent 

Support Services 

Tai Chi in Palm Harbor?  Check it out! 
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January 1st 
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According To 

The United 

States Fire  

Administration 

Deputy Chief of  
Support Services 

Brent Breuer 



     This month will cover how parents and caregivers can help children who have been exposed to dis-
asters such as hurricanes, and how to help them manage their fears and anxieties that often come with a 
traumatic experience. 
 

     The intense anxiety and fear that often follows a disaster can be especially troubling for children, 
especially if children were victims of the disaster or were separated from their families.  Some may re-
gress and demonstrate younger behaviors such as thumb sucking or bed wetting.  Children may be 
more prone to nightmares and fear of sleeping alone.  Performance in school may suffer.  Other chang-
es in behavior patterns may include throwing tantrums more frequently, or withdrawing and becoming 
more solitary. 
 

     There are several things parents and others who care for children can do to help alleviate the emotional consequenc-
es of trauma, including the following: 
 

 Spend more time with children and let them be more dependent on you during the months following the hurricane 
– for example, allowing your child to cling to you more often than usual.  Physical affection is very comforting to 
children who have experienced trauma. 

 Provide play experiences to help relieve tension.  Younger children in particular may find it easier to share their 
ideas and feelings about the event through non-verbal activities such as drawing. 

 Be available and encourage older children to ask questions they may have, as well as sharing their thoughts and 
feelings with you and with one another.  This helps reduce their confusion and anxiety related to the trauma.  Re-
spond to questions in terms they can comprehend.  Reassure them repeatedly that you care about them and that you 
understand their fears and concerns. 

 Keep regular schedules for activities such as eating, playing, and bedtime to help restore a sense of security and 
normalcy, even if your family has been relocated to a shelter or other temporary housing. 

 Provide safe opportunities for children to help others – helping others offers a sense of control and can help chil-
dren feel better about themselves. 

 Limit the number of times children see hurricane coverage on the news.  Repeatedly watching broadcasts of the 
disaster can re-traumatize children. 

 

     When should seek professional help for your child?  Many children are able to cope effectively with the emotional 
and physical demands brought about by a natural disaster by using their own support systems.  It is not unusual, howev-
er, to find that serious problems persist and continue to interfere with daily living. 
 

     With children, continual and aggressive emotional outbursts, serious problems at school, preoccupation with the 
traumatic event, continued and extreme withdrawal, and other signs of intense anxiety or emotional difficulties all point 
to the need for professional assistance.  A qualified mental health professional such as a psychologist can help such 
children and their parents understand and deal with thoughts, feelings and behaviors that result from trauma.  

     Palm Harbor Fire Department, Pinellas 
Safe Kids Coalition, Pinellas Health Depart-

ment, Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, and 
the Juvenile Welfare Board Members con-
ducted a water safety canvas of 193 homes 

on August 18th.  All went door to door with 
water safety information and information on 

CPR certification. 

     Thank you to all who came together to-
day after the recent tragic drowning of a two 

year old in Palm Harbor. We thank you for 
all you do to get the safety message out! 

Managing Traumatic Stress: Hurricanes and Children 

Water Safety Canvas 

Page 3  October 2017 

Public Information Officer 
Kris Scholtz 



Hey Brother and Sisters!!  This past 
month the cadets were busy.  With 
Hurricane Irma hitting the Tampa 
Bay area the cadets wanted to get 
involved in any way possible.  The 
cadets got together on their own and 
asked if they were able to help clean 
up debris from the stations.  With 68 
being the new future for the cadets 
they wanted to help out in any way 
possible. The cadets spent an evening 
raking and picking up branches from 
station 68.  They also blew off the 

drive ways and took down fallen 
branches from trees.  They took pride 
in being Fire Cadets for Palm Harbor 
Fire Rescue.  The cadets also partici-
pated in the annual Safety day at 
Countryside mall.  They were able to 
show off the truck, dress up as 
Sparky the Fire dog, and help assist 
Fire Prevention with handing out 
safety material.  The Advisors are 
proud of what our Cadets accomplish 
in the community and wanted to 
share it with the PHFR family.  

very special and valued person in socie-
ty.  
 

     I am thankful to the crew of Station 
65 for allowing me to come by and have 
prayer with them before the storm hit.  I 
prayed for everyone’s safety as well as 
their families left at home.  I also visited 
the EOC during that time.  
 
     The Bible says “It is a good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord and to sing 
praises unto thy Name, O most High.” 
Psalm 92:1. So as we live and work, 
continue to give thanks for all we have 
in our lives.  
 
Be safe and be blessed. 
Rev. Milton Smith (Lt. retired) 

     Thankfulness, is when someone is 
feeling or showing gratitude.  When you 
are pleased and grateful for what you 
have, this is an example of a time when 
you are thankful.  As I think about the 
events over the past month, I realize that 
we all have something to be thankful 
for.  We all prepared for Hurricane Irma. 
The reports looked like it was going to 
be much worse than what it was.  If all 
we lost were material items, then yes, 
we have a lot to be thankful for.  
 

     I am thankful for each of you who 
put yourselves in harm’s way to help 
others.  You did evacuations of those 
with special needs.  You separated your-
selves from your family for days at a 
time.  You made yourselves available 
when you were needed most.  You are a 

Cadet Connection 

Chaplains Corner 
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Firefighter/Paramedic 
Jeff Parks Jr. 

Fire Chaplain 
Milton Smith 
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PHFR Employment Anniversaries  

  

Run Statistics 

We are on the web at 
www.palmharborfd.com 

30 Years — Lt. Craig Rogers  10/26/1987 

  4 Years — FF/PM Kyle Drozdowski  10/10/2013 
  4 Years — FF/PM Chris Zipeto  10/10/2013 

  3 Years — FF/PM Michael O’Neill 10/16/2014 

  1 Year  — FF/PM Justin Barker  10/20/2016 

  1 Year  — FF/PM Rustin Hammes 10/20/2016 

  1 Year  — St. Maint. Don Malpass 10/13/2016 


